
RICK MARCOTTE CENTRAL SCHOOL 
PTO Meeting Minutes – 1/14/10 (6:30-8:00 p.m.; Cafeteria)  

 

Meeting Called to order at: 6:32   Number in Attendance: 14  
 

• Welcome and Introductions – Melissa Baker & Sheri Hill   
 
• Reports - 

o President’s/Vice President’s Report  – Melissa Baker & Sheri Hill  
• Vice President position will be open for next year (Lee and Amy will stay on in current 

roles and Sheri will move to President, so the Vice President position will be open) 
• Ideas for March meeting? Looking for ideas for parent information series- Sue will speak 

with Kelsey Lewis about presenting. 
• February meeting will feature a representative from the UVM Military Kids Coordination 

Team   
• During the April meeting Susie Merrick will come from middle school PTO to speak with 

5th grade parents 
• May meeting will be the night for elections 
• 700.00 from Edge fundraiser to date- ends tomorrow 1/15 
• Movie night heavily attended by k-2 and some 3-5 (Wall-E was the movie). 
• During the December meeting of the executive board, the event summary form was 

revised and will be sent out to coordinators to submit (form was revised from one on the 
PTO today site). This information will assist planners of events for the next year. 

• Box Tops will get a check for approx 750.00- open to suggestions for how to recognize 
classes for meeting their BoxTop goals. 

o Simple ice cream treats, recognition at a CARES assembly from a PTO 
representative, Sue had a few ideas from staff members. 

o Lee will draft a letter of recognition for classes who meet their goals  
o Treasurer's Report - Lee Jackson  

• Actual Budget with forecast- on track to come in with a loss of approximately  $4,700.00 
this year- will come out of retained earnings at the end of the year when the books are 
closed for the year. 

• Balance sheet page 2  
• Third page cash on hand: Total COH: approx. 18,000+ 
• Some transactions not accounted for in this report….. 

o Secretary's Report - Amy Truchon  
• November Meeting Minutes: motion to approve November meeting minutes. Motion 

seconded and minutes approved. 
o Principal’s Report – Sue Luck  

• Patricia Newman at RMCS on Monday, Feb 1st- author in residence. Newman will be at 
Barnes and Noble on Feb.3rd. 

• Technology Update: All 5 mounts and electrical work done for the lcd projectors- 
thinking that by next week that the work will be completed. 

• From a 5th grade classroom: Students were presented with the question: “What will your 
ideal classroom look like?” On many lists- every kid would have a laptop. This then 
became the topic of their persuasive essays –pro or con.  Sue was able to listen to 
students present their persuasive pieces. Superintendent Everitt also came to listen as 
well as reps from technical services and tech integration as well as Asst. 
Superintendent Canning and Mr.Thieret who is also a computer vendor.  Dovetailing on 
a bigger plan involving the middle school,   JoAn Canning – middle school teachers, 
Bobby Thieret and others  went to Maine – visited a school where every child had a 



laptop.  RMCS thinking about purchasing 2 carts with “notebook” computers.  Thinking 
about configuration of existing computer and software resources to fund money- also 
looking at grant sources to fund this.  

• Xcountry skiing began this week- a big success both during regular PE classes and the 
after school program Doug Day is offering. 23+ kids on first Friday for after school 
xcountry skiing. 

• During the week of January 25th there will be a lock down drill.   A Crisis Team exists in 
the school and meets monthly with police.  Safety plans hang in classrooms by doors. 
Locks are now turn locks. Teachers will know when the drill is occurring and may tell 
students that the drill is coming soon – younger grades may know exactly when it is 
happening.  

o Parent shared concern that the school is very open and any body could walk in, 
slip in and go unnoticed  

• Sue responded that the elementary schools have chosen not to lock front 
doors. That they do not have an optimal entry way but it is kept an eye on. 

• Bobby Pennington works with 5th grade team and fundraising drive- she wants to keep 
this experience real. Sue’s son, Adam, is in Ghana working for the Peace Corps.  Adam 
visited the school and presented to the students about schooling of children in Gwollu, 
Ghana, Africa.  Pennies for Gwollu is the focus for this year’s penny drive.  

o RMCS is sending a box of books over – courteously of individuals in Lee 
Jackson’s company for sponsoring the mailing and the donation of books from 
the Sheri Hill’s Girl Scout Troop. 

o Amy will get the PowerPoint and pictures from Sue to post on the PTO site (a 
suggestion made to link to Adam’s blog: http://adaminghana.blogspot.com/ ) 

o As of today have $500.00 raised 
o Suggestion was made that classes have choice to donate BoxTop reward 

instead of receiving ice-cream  
o Faculty Report & Requests– Faculty Representative(s) Diane Farnham and Maureen Caruso 

• Kindergarten teacher suggested an alternative to existing school pictures- specifically 
the class picture- will  bring an example to give to Lisa to look at. 

• No other faculty requests at this time. 
 

• New Business/Upcoming January Events  
o Coffee Fundraiser – January 8th – January 18th  

• Joyce Hendley in charge of this. Can order online and info went home ( one 
informational sheet per family)  

o Sports & Fitness Edge Fundraiser  - extended through January 15th  
• 700$ from 6 new memberships hope this can be done again next year 

o Author Visit – Patricia Newman - February 1st to RMCS  
• At Barnes and Noble Feb 3rd- Question re: sales that are generated from her visit to BN- 

will a percentage go to RMCS? Annette will check into this.  
o Family Fun Night – January 29th  

• 6:30-8:00 Central School Alum DJ, food donations from a few places, free event, bingo, 
face painting and Pictionary, board games in library, Marcos providing a deal on 
sandwiches, possible high school volunteers, still looking for more parents. 

o Siblings welcome to attend but focus on high school volunteers 
o A suggestion to speak to Lisa Levite about having a presence to encourage 

absentee ballots she was there last year. Sue will speak to her. 
• Other Items: 

o Dates for K registration, Helen Frost and Natlie Kinsey-Warnock? 



o Next PTO Pizza and Movie Night in March: Kristen has 4 suggestions for PG movies- 
looking for a bigger audience (first night heavily attended by k-2) Up, Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs, G-Force Monsters v/s Aliens 

� Discussion about PG v/s G- event may be catering to younger students anyway- a 
recommendation that the movies still be G- may help to reduce controversy.  Will 
have to go back to Kristin to get other G movie options. 

o Martin LaLonde attended School Board meeting when proposed budget was presented 
There is a question out there re: the Charter Amount- is this the ceiling for expenditures- 
City’s attorney checking into this. Martin sending a letter to the School Board stating that he 
feels disempowered because he feels the budget is too low- voting no doesn’t send his 
message that it is too low (the proposed amount is lower than the charter amount). If 
anyone wants to speak to Martin about this contact him at martinlalonde@comcast.net.  
Martin encouraged people to attend the School Board Meetings 

 
Next Meeting – Wednesday, February 10th, 2010; 6:30-8pm at RMCS cafeteria 

 

Meeting adjourned at: 7:53.      Minutes compiled by Amy Truchon 
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